


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 5th MARCH 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors I Suter (Chairman) (IS)  R Harwood (RH), R Leadbeater (RL) M Pomeroy ( MP) K Ridout (KR), R White (RW) the Clerk D Green. Footpath Officer G Rains, Unitary Councillor Murcer
In addition, there were two members of the public present. 
1153. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr McNamara. 
1154.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1155.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2026 were approved.
1156. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman reviewed progress in relation to recent events & issues:
Old Ox Closure – the Portman Hall has discussed the implications of this and agreed it will not be available for use as an alternative venue. The PC understands that efforts are underway to install new tenants. It was noted that site has Asset of Community Value (ACV) status until September 2027. The process of renewing this application for an ACV will re-commence in March 2027. 
Post Office Closure – the PC notes this loss of service will affect some residents which appears to be the consequence of a national restructuring programme. The difficulties of paying in cheques into any bank account were noted, the Post Office having terminated its service at the end of December 2025. The PC may ask Simon Hoare M.P. to take up the issue of this closure, although it should be noted that the campaign to stop local bank closures was not successful.
Holy Rood Church – Tree Preservation Order – the PC noted the imposition of a TPO in relation to a silver birch, against the wishes of the PCC who consider, following a tree surgeons report, that the tree is at least partially responsible for undermining Church foundations and for causing damage. It was noted that the tree is very close to the church and its roots may have made the soil more friable. The tree has no historic or amenity value and may well be dead in 30 year’s time, whereas the Church has stood since the 11th Century. The PC agreed to submit a request for the TPO to be lifted to Dorset Councils planners. 
Lanchards Lane – parking –following the receipt of  a complaint that parking in this area is making it difficult for horse boxes to access a yard. The PC has referred the issue to Dorset Highways for review. 
CCTV – additional installations. The new camera at the Recreation Ground is working well but there are issues with the additional camera at Augustan Avenue and the images from another existing camera. All issues will be hopefully be resolved in the next future. 
1157. PUBLIC SESSION
An update in relation to the issue of the overgrown hedge by the Old Post Office was mentioned - It seems this not treated as a ‘defect’ b Dorset Council and no further action will be taken. 
1158. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer provided an update:
· Budget - Dorset Council have set a budget of £ 485 million for 2026/2027; this will mean a Council Tax increase of 4.99%. The Adult Social Care & Children’s services budget will be £ 191 million, an increase of £12 million, the Children’s Services budget will be £95 million, an increase of £ 5 million and the Place Directorate budget– which includes Highways issues  - is unchanged at £ 50 million. There will be additional funding for drain and gully clearance.
· Flooding & Roads issues – progress has been made in relation to resolving some long-standing problems. The Highways department has though been overwhelmed with 900 reports of pothole and flooding issues in recent weeks. 
· Poor communications – Dorset Council have not been responding to emails in a timely manner; any issues will be taken up with directly with heads of department.
· Fire Station closures – the plan to close 4 Dorset Fire Stations has caused some concern and there is a consultation process underway. It is to be noted that Sturminster Newton station now only has one engine. If nearby fire stations have to attend an incident in Sturminster Newton the response times would be 25 minutes from Shaftesbury, 27 minutes from Blandford, 30 minutes from Gillingham and 35 minutes from Sherborne – by which time many modern properties would probably have been destroyed. Cllr Murcer understands that the closures have arisen from  a £ 1 million funding shortfall. It was noted that the Cranborne engine has attended only 30 incidents in 5 years and all of these were in other areas. 
· Link to Fire Station closure consultation:
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/about-us/your-fire-and-rescue-service/proposed-station-closures/ 
1159.  POPLAR HILL ROAD ISSUES
Problem pot holes have been filled and a request for replacement and new signage has been submitted to Dorset Highways, updates are awaited. 
1160. FOOTPATH OFFICER REPORT
Graham Rains provided an update: 
· The Hodmor Common rights of way issue is noted and well documented. This is an area of common land seemingly fenced off with grazing animals
· Work to remove a fallen tree at FP37 has been delayed due to the wet weather
· The Trailway between the Station & Broad Close will be resurfaced sometime in 2026
1161. AUGUSTAN AVENUE UPDATE
Cllr Suter has circulated a questionnaire to residents seeking views of whether they would support the creation of a ‘pitch’ for football in the area behind the Play park. Two responses have been received thus far. An additional quote for mowing costs has been received. 
1162. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NP) REFRESHMENT UPDATE
This has been delayed due to some technical issues but is in its final form and ready to proceed to the next stage. 
1163. RESPONSE TO DRAFT ‘STATEMENT OF REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS’ DOCUMENT
The Dorset Association of Town & Parish Councils (DAPTC) have published a document headed up a ‘Statement of Reasonable Expectations. The DAPTC have requested that PC’s formally consider the document. This appears to be an outline of how the future relationship between Dorset Council and the towns & parishes will operate. 
Amongst its provisions there appears to be an expectation that Councillor will give greater commitment to the role including further training and attending events ; a change role for Clerks is also envisaged. 
The document cannot be disassociated from what appears to be a plan to transfer responsibility for non-statutory services to town & parishes; it contains no detailed information concerning how area boards would actually function, what powers these will have or how they will be funded. There does seem to be an expectation that additional  costs will be funded by increases in town & parish Council Tax, which as presently uncapped. The Clerk agreed to draft an appropriate response. 
1164. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Highways – MP had submitted a written report highlighting issues concerning the flooding of residents properties, the flooding at the Portman Hall roadside and Poplar Hill progress. There is currently no Community Highways Officer in place and therefore prompt resolution of issues cannot be assured. 
Portman Hall – work on the new kitchen has been completed. There will be a free opening event on 14th March. 
1165. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
New Application: 
P/VOC/2026/01139 - New Agricultural Workers Dwelling At Ridgeway Farm -Erection of 1no. permanent rural workers dwelling incorporating an ancillary annex & associated works.
This application was received on the day of the meeting and there was insufficient time to consider this retrospective variation to an already agreed application. 
1166. FINANCES
i)       Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 Amount 
	Description

	02/02/2026
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £                466.66 
	Mowing

	06/02/2026
	David Green
	 £                   37.19 
	Expenses

	06/02/2026
	Fireline Ltd
	 £                249.12 
	Fire Alarm service

	06/02/2026
	Ian Suter
	 £                   12.92 
	Signage - no ball games

	16/02/2026
	Wessex Internet Limited
	 £                     1.20 
	Wi-fi access charge

	16/02/2026
	Dorset Council
	 £                734.58 
	Rights of Way SLA 

	17/02/2026
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	 £                     4.75 
	Service charge

	17/02/2026
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	 £                270.00 
	Mowing/strimming

	23/02/2026
	SSE
	 £                   48.71 
	CCTV electricity

	24/02/2026
	Elizabeth Brecknock
	 £                163.94 
	Pavilion Cleaning

	26/02/2026
	Geoxphere (Parish Online)
	£                   60.00
	Subscription renewal

	26/02/2026
	Defib4life Ltd
	£                 252.00
	Battery for Rec defib



ii) Clerks Expenses – expenses of  £37.50 were approved
1167. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

Pavillion – Interior repainting. The Clerk reported that interior paint work is deteriorating, showing signs of mould. This was last redecorated 8 years ago. Quotes are being sought for this work. 

Defibrillator – the battery at the Recreation Ground unit has been replaced. 

Play Area repairs - the parts for the pirouette will not be available until April 2026. The equipment is not deemed to be dangerous 

Rubbish – the question of having a skip in the car park in time for the pre-season clear-up has been discussed with the Cricket Club

1168. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS

Proposed changes are under review by the DAPTC; a response is awaited. 

1169. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	07/02/2026
	Climate & Ecological 
	Next Climate and Nature Action Support Group

	10/02/2026
	Dorset Tree Team
	Application TPO/2026/0004

	15/02/2026
	Naomi Seaford
	Lanchards lane

	16/02/2026
	Eve Worrall
	Flooding report

	17/02/2026
	Anne Powell PCC
	Tree in Churchyard

	17/02/2026
	The Church Centre
	Post Office at Church Centre

	17/02/2026
	Dorset CPRE
	Invitation to talk - Prof Miles Richards

	17/02/2026
	Jack Buss-Keating
	Re Old Ox, Post Office closures

	18/02/2026
	Dorset CHO
	Re: Lanchards lane

	18/02/2026
	Parick Carpenter CHO
	Re Lanchards Lane parking issue

	20/02/2026
	Bob Yorath 
	Re Polar Hill Highways actions

	22/02/2026
	Bob Yorath 
	Re Tree Preservation Order

	23/02/2026
	Anne Powell PCC
	Further re TPO church tree

	24/02/2026
	Graham Stanley 
	Re Common Land question

	01/03/2026
	SNTC
	Fw: Town Newsletter -  Volunteering issue

	02/03/2026
	Planning Team North 
	Planning Application P/FUL/2025/03574 - Land North Of Castle Avenue - Okeford Fitzpaine. Planning committee 17/03/2026



1170. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Neighbourhood Plan update
· Augustan Avenue football area proposal
· Standing Orders review

1171. NEXT MEETING The next meeting will be on Thursday 2nd April 2026 at 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. here being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.29 pm



